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Issue 5|   Volume  3  |   September 20  2019From the Principal...
Dear Westbrook Families,

I hope this message finds you all enjoying these beautiful September days we?ve been having! 

Fall Conferences Westbrook will hold parent- teacher conferences on Tuesday, November  12, Thursday, November  

14, and Tuesday, November  19 from 4:20- 8:20pm. We will be using an online conference scheduling system.  

Conference sign- ups wi l l  open on October  2nd at 8pm and close on November  1st at 10am. Please mark this date on 

your calendar, so that you can sign up with a time to meet with your child?s teacher to discuss your child?s progress at 

a time that would work with your family?s schedule. 

Data Days Along with teacher observations, parent feedback, students? daily classroom work, and benchmark 

assessments are used to inform teachers? instruction to meet students? individual learning needs. Next week, our 

kindergar ten team and first grade team will meet to review the assessment data that we have about our students? 

early literacy and math skills. Teams will use the data to identify ways that instruction can be refined to suppor t 

student growth in the areas of literacy and math. Teams will also identify students who would benefit from additional 

suppor t from our Literacy Suppor t Services (LSS) and Math Suppor t Services (MSS) teams. Families whose children 

are identified as benefiting from additional suppor t in one or both of these areas will receive letters indicating that 

they will receive math or literacy suppor t. Please reach out to your child?s classroom teacher if you have any 

questions.

Walk for  Westbrook Our PTO has worked hard to plan for the Walk for Westbrook this year. This event is the only 

fundraiser that our PTO sponsors to suppor t all of the wonderful programs they plan and provide for our students 

throughout the school year. Dur ing LRC, students have been learning about different landmarks around the world, 

which fits with the theme of our Walk, Walk Around the World, for this year ! Dur ing the Walk on October 3rd, students 

will walk around the school and interact with themed stations with landmarks from around the world.  

Tasty Bites The Westbrook PTO will be sponsor ing the Tasty Bites Program again this year ! This is a special 
oppor tunity for kindergar ten and 1st grade students to sample a fresh fruit and/or vegetable each month dur ing one 
of their PE classes. The Tasty Bites program is always a huge hit among the students! 

Please CLICK HERE to learn more about the Tasty Bites Program and to provide permission for your child to 

par ticipate. Please complete this form by Friday, October 11, so that your child can participate. Without a form submitted, 

your child will not be permitted to try the sample fruit/ vegetable/ herb.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6x5ESjZ5g2mj74gKJjapJYhLVJWFzCxBwMNVMZ6CxZkTCBQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6x5ESjZ5g2mj74gKJjapJYhLVJWFzCxBwMNVMZ6CxZkTCBQ/viewform
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Note from Nurse...fr iendly reminders:

- Plain fruits and veggies only in the classroom for snack time. Your child may br ing fruit 

cups (100% fruit) or dry fruit (raisins).

- No dips, jello, yogur t covered fruit, fruit roll ups/ leathers, in the classroom please.

- Students should always eat their own food brought from home. 

- Please remind your child not to eat on the bus.

- Please wash hands after eating. 

Thank you for keeping our students safe.

Julie Tworek, RN (Westbrook Building Nurse)

Safety Drills This week, our kindergar teners and first graders learned how to stay safe while r iding a bus and what 

to do if there is an emergency on the bus dur ing our bus evacuation dr ills. We also reviewed our Westbrook 

expectations of being safe, kind, and ready on the bus. Next week, we will practice our lockdown dr ills. For all of our 

dr ills, we work closely with the Mount Prospect Fire Depar tment and Mount Prospect Police Depar tment. 

PTO We are so grateful for the suppor t of our PTO! The PTO suppor ts many outstanding programs for our students, 

including Tasty Bites, assemblies, t- shir ts for new students, Leaping into Literature, community events, and so much 

more! If you haven?t already joined the PTO, please consider doing so! Membership only costs $6 for an individual 

membership or $10 for a family membership. Please click here to join the PTO.

Follow Us on I nstagram and Twitter  Please follow us on Instagram and Twitter ! Our username is: 
westbrook_school_d57. 

Enjoy your weekend! Thank you for your suppor t!

Kind regards,

Kr istin Vonder Haar

http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/membership.html
http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/membership.html
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Safety Reminders at  Westbrook School  

- For  the safety of the students and staff , please do not br ing your  pet when dropping  
off  or  pick ing up your  chi ld. Even the fr iendl iest of pets w i l l  protect their  owner  i f   
they feel  they are in danger , many young chi ldren are afraid of them, and students  

may be affected by al lergies. The presence of an animal  can create an uncomfor table 
si tuation for  parents and staff . Thank  you for  your  cooperation. 

- We request that you discontinue al l  cel l  phone cal ls when you are dropping off  or  
pick ing up your  chi ld. Your  undivided attention w i l l  contr ibute to the safety of  

chi ldren and staff . 

- When wait ing at Door  9 for  your  student to be dismissed, please do not al low  anyone 
to cl imb on the wal l / fence. We would not want anyone to get hur t. 

Impor tant info about Student Attendance on our  2019/20 half- day Insti tute Day

Throughout the 2019/20 school year, there will be five days of half- day attendance for students throughout 
the Distr ict.

- At Westbrook, only 1st grade students will attend on those days from 9:20 to 12:20. Please note the 
difference dismissal time for our busers and walkers. Our 1st grade students will not need to br ing a 
lunch on these days.

- Our Kindergar ten and Circle of Fr iends students will enjoy the WHOLE day off for the five Institute 
Days  listed below.

- Our Kids' Corner program will only be available to our 1st grade students from 7:00 to 9:20a.m. Please 
make sure to inform your pr ivate daycare providers of this var iance in schedule.

Please contact the office if you have any questions or concerns. Below are the Half Day Attendance Dates.

*Non Attendance Day for Circle of Fr iends and Kindergar ten students

*1st grade 9:20 a.m.- 12:20 p.m.

Half Days Listed below:

Fr iday, October 11, 2019

Fr iday, January 17, 2020

Fr iday, February 14, 2020

Thursday, Apr il 9, 2020

Fr iday May 22, 2020
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Please make sure not to pack your 1st 
grader's snack in their lunchboxes. 

Students may not have access to their 
lunchboxes during the day.

 Retrieving snacks from lunchboxes 
at a different location is a big 

distraction in their day. 

Thanks for your help with this.

1st Grade Snacks

If your student is a bus rider, 
please make sure you attach the 
bus tag provided by the District 
Business office to the handle on 

top of your child's 
backpack.This tag is required to 

ride the buses. If you did not 
receive a tag, please contact the 

office Thanks!

Bus Tags

Reminder:

Please email the office

wb-office@d57.org 

along with your teacher to 
notify us of any dismissal 

changes.

Thank you

  
  

- All Students will be photographed

- No money is needed on picture day

- Shortly after picture day, your child 

will bring home 2 proof images and 

an order form to order online 

    

Picture Day is 

Tuesday Oct 1

Check out   Westbrook 
School  for Young 

Learners on 
Instagram!!! 

https://www.instagram.com/westbrook_school_d57/
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September 26.........................................................................Board of Education Meeting, 7pm, Fairview

September 30........................................................................................No school - Buildings Closed

October 1................................................................................................................................................................Picture Day

October 2.................................................................................................................................1st Grade Special Lunch

October 3...........................................................................................................................................Walk for Westbrook

October 3...................................................................................Board Of Education Meeting, 7pm, Fairview

October 4....................................................................................Walk for Westbrook (Rain Date)

October 9............................................................................Ed Foundation Meeting, LRC, 7pm

October 11............................................................................................Half Day for 1st Grade Only

October 11................................No school  for Circle of Friends & Kindergarten

October 14............................................................Columbus day - No School

October 16..................................................................PTO Meeting, LRC, 7pm

October 17....................................Board of Education Meeting, Fairview

October 24..........D57 Parent Tech  Info Session, Fairview, 6:30pm

October 25.....................................................PTO WAlk  Pancake Breakfast

November 4.................................................No School - Staff Institute Day

November 6............................................................................................................................1st Grade Special Lunch

Calendar of Events at Westbrook School

Absences/ Emails to School

Please refer to the online         
calendar for a more 
complete list of upcoming 
Westbrook events, and 
other fabulous information 
on our webpage by clicking 
here.

If your child will be absent from school, 
please contact us at (847) 394-7340, Option 
1, to report the absence. 

Also, if there will be any changes in your 
child's daily routine, please send an email to 
your teacher so that she is informed and 
include the Westbrook office 
(WB-Off ice@d57.org). 

Westbrook School 

103 South Busse Road

Mount Prospect, IL  60056

(847) 394-7340

(847) 394-7349-fax

Transportation Questions

Please call First Student 
directly at 847-635-9877 with 
any questions or concerns 
pertaining to bus 
transportation.

Bee Safe, Bee Kind 
Bee Ready t o Learn :) 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=d57.org_vainvnpn19pt3v4tvqn9gusp7s%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=d57.org_vainvnpn19pt3v4tvqn9gusp7s%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
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 Supporting Fine Motor Skills Development at Home
Parents often want to know if their children are progressing appropriately in terms of fine motor skills, and how they can 
help at home. Here are some developmental expectations and activities to have your children practice. 

**It is important to remember that children?s written legibility is dependent on their academic 
writing ability. Children who are just learning to spell and put thoughts down on paper will 
struggle with legibility at first. 

Home activities to help prepare kids for fine motor activities include:

- Manipulating playdoh or clay is great for building the muscles of the hand and fingers
- Legos are great for finger strengthening
- Playing with Squigz--they suction to table top and glass surfaces, and require force to pull 

them off
- Coloring with crayons or colored pencils is a great way to build hand and finger strength, 

control of the hand, and visual perceptual skills by staying in the lines
- Using tweezers or other items that require squeezing with the fingers is a great activity to 

promote scissors usage
- Cutting playdoh--this is especially great for reluctant cutters because it?s a fun, engaging 

activity
- Provide your child construction paper, scissors and glue. Kids love to just cut out pieces from 

different colored paper, and glue them together on another piece of paper to make abstract 
art!

- Sidewalk chalk (weather permitting, of course). Kids love drawing outside!

Christine Hulse (chulse@d57.org) and Amanda Micari (amicari@d57.org), Westbrook 
Occupational Therapists
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Click 
HereClick 

Here

http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/
http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/
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https://rafflecreator.com/pages/31726/walk-for-westbrook-fundraiser---walk-around-the-world
http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/
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https://rafflecreator.com/pages/31726/walk-for-westbrook-fundraiser---walk-around-the-world


12

http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/walk-for-westbrook.html
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